
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Citizens For Good Government 
Cleveland County, North Carolina 

 
Staff Report 

 
To: Cleveland County Commissioners   Date: May 5, 2020 
 
 
From: Robert A. Williams, et al 
 
 
Subject: Shelby High School Baseball Field Improvements—Alternate Plan 
 
 
Summary Statement: 
 
In 2008, Cleveland County taxpayers paid all the expenses for a two busload of 
people’s junket trip to Indiana for the purpose of wining and dining American Legion 
Officials to allow the first American Legion World Series on the Shelby High School 
Baseball field at Cleveland County Taxpayer expense. In 2011, more wining and dining 
Shelby bought the bid to renew playing the ALWS at the Shelby High School Baseball 
Field. In the meantime, the Cleveland County Commissioners covered the cost of 
operating, promoting and covering the ALWS losses, averaging over $1,000,000 per 
year. Total county taxpayer’s losses to the ALWS Baseball, Inc to date amounting to 
over $5,000,000. 
 
In the mean-time County taxpayers began paying ESPN to cover the ALWS games and 
the Shelby High School Girls Softball Team was not allowed to play on the field and 
generated a Federal Civil Rights Title IX lawsuit investigation that still is not complete. 
Also, the Shelby High School Ballfield property was used on a regular basis to store and 
provide an assembly area for Commissioner campaign signs in violation to CCS policy 
and state law. 
 



Review: 
 
Despite all the Millions of taxpayer’s dollars spent on the Shelby High School Baseball 
Field, the ALWS, Baseball, Inc. wants another $75,000 to “Laser grade” the ballfield and 
other renovations. All the while other school properties are being neglected and 
underfunded. The students at Fallston Elementary School play ball in the bud when it 
rains and several days thereafter because their field is graded to slope to the home 
plate, which is often underwater for days after a rain. All four Cleveland County High 
Schools and numerous other schools are over 50 years old and in bad need of repair. 
Teachers at Burns and Crest are exposed to mold and mildew, a serious health risk, 
because of such misappropriation of tax payer funding. A fact that is reinforced by 
Cleveland County Schools, using taxpayer funds of close to $1,000,000 to make 
improvements to the Kings Mountain High School Football Field to suit the KMHS 
Football Booster Club. Astroturf and such. While the Burns High School Football Field 
was used to graze goats on just a few years ago. 
 
During all the ALWS games played on the Shelby High School Baseball Field not one 
baseball player from Cleveland County has played in any of those games. Which means 
that Cleveland County taxpayers are footing the $Millions of dollars in bills for the cheap 
entertainment of others. No study has correctly shown that the cost benefits for the 
ALWS has ever came close to the losses. $Millions of losses. 
 
Also, those losses have limited the Commissioner’s commitment to see to it that the 
children in Cleveland County are properly educated in the basics such as reading, 
writing and arithmetic. State test show that almost half of the students graduating from 
Cleveland County Schools are not proficient in those basic skills. Studies show that 
9,000 members of the Cleveland County workforce are severely underemployed and 
limited in advancement due to the improper education gotten from CCS. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
Cleveland County Funds several travel and tourism (and Economic Development 
related items): 

• The Broad River Greenway,  

• The Earls Scruggs Center, 

• The LeGrand Center. 

• The Foothills Shooting Range, and 

• The American Legion World Series games 

• The Cleveland County Fair-Under the management of Bobby Jenks 
 

The fact that none of these Travel and Tourism/Economic Development projects funded 
by the Cleveland County Commissioners can pay for themselves clearly shows that the 
ALWS Baseball, Inc. request for another $75,000 would be throwing good money after 
bad. As well as the fact that a “Laser” graded field is “window dressing” that provide only 



the bragging rights of fools. If the ALWS left Shelby High School for somewhere else, 
we should thank whoever takes them off our hands. 
 
Recommendations: 
 

• Deny the funding request to “laser grade” the Shelby high School Baseball Field. 

• Deny all future county taxpayer funding for the ALWS Baseball, Inc. in all forms 
and formats. If the ALWS can foot their own bills, fine and dandy. But, no more 
County funds. 

• Require the same funding conditions for all the Travel and Tourism projects 
noted above. With the possible exception of the Broad River Greenway. 

• Shift all the funding available from the Travel and Tourism $7,000,000 budget to 
fund capital project to repair and renovate the aging infrastructure at Cleveland 
County Schools. But don’t just give the money to CCS to waste. Provide 
oversight authority for all these projects to ensure that the extra money is 
provided for projects that are bid out in competitive bids and awarded to the 
lowest responsible bid. 

• Require CCS to develop a comprehensive 30-year plan for school replacements 
based on the demographics from the 2020 census and updated on a 10-year 
basis. 


